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The Bonebrake Theological Seminary 


Annual Report 


: Dayton, Ohio, May 19, 1924. 
To the Board of Trustees, 


The Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 
Dayton, Ohio. 
Dear Brethren: 


This annual report marks the beginning of a new epoch in the history of this in- 
stitution. For fifty-two years the institution convened in the old Summit Street 
Church and the Old Seminary building. Eight years in the old Summit Street Church 
and forty-four years in the old Seminary building at the corner of First and Euclid 
avenue. Now for the first time we are assembled in the new building, toward which 
the prayers of the church have been turned for many years. This Board meeting, 
therefore marks a new epoch in the material growth and development of the Seminary. 
However, it marks, as we believe, the beginning of a new epoch in the Spiritual life of 
the institution. The year has been one of heavy responsibilities and hard work, but 
on behalf of the management and Committee, we want to express our belief that it 
has been a year marked with something of success. We have done our best though 
our best has been far beneath our ideals. We are persuaded that the successes can be 
credited to you and the Executive committee and our failures should not be charged 
to us alone. . 

We desire to express our sincere gratitude for the blessings of health which have 
crowned the lives of all those officially connected with the institution this year. We 
have been conscious of the guidance and blessing of our gracious Lord, through the 
tasks and responsibilities of the entire year. In many ways it has been a great 
year although in others it has been a very trying and perplexing period due on the one 
hand to a lack of funds with which to carry forward the work and on the other to the 
occupancy of the New Buildings before they were completed. 


THE OLD SITE 


As we reported to you last year the School Board of the city purchased the old 
building and all the ground West of the West line of Euclid Avenue. They started 
condemnation proceedings because we placed a valuation on the building and ground 
of $35,000 and refused to take less. While preparations were being made for a hearing 
in the Court as to its real value, we received a letter from their attorney inquiring 
whether we would still accept $35,000 if the Board of Education would pay all expenses 
thus far incurred. The Committee accepted the proposition. In the petition for 
condemnation the City attorney brought into court all the Kemp heirs because they 
stated that the property reverted to them when it ceased to be used as a Seminary site. 
Because of this condition, the Board of Education expressed its willingness to pay this 
money into a Building and Loan Association, subject to the order of the Court, in order 
to proceed with their work. To this proposition the Committee agreed. The money 
was therefore paid into the Brookville Building and Loan Association, because they 
had a mortgage on the property. It was then necessary to finish the fight with the 
IKkemp heirs. _We had considerable trouble in getting them to file their petition in Court. 
When they did so, our attorney answered by a demurrer to their petition, which was 
sustained by the court. Their attorney asked for the privilege of filing a revised brief 
in their ‘case, which was granted. However, in each hearing they have lost and the 
case is now waiting decision on our attorney’s last demurrer. In the minds of the 
Management and Committee there isn’t a question about our right to the property or 
of the decision of the Court. The opinion of the best attorneys and the best abstractors 
of the City has been sought in reaching this conclusion. 

We still have the ground East of Euclid avenue, which you ordered us to sell last 
year as soon as the title had been cleared. Up to this time the title has not been cleared 
and so the property has not been sold. Your attention should be called to the fact 
that Euclid avenue was officially closed in 1909 and a street was dedicated at the East 
end instead. There is a general feeling on the part of the people in the community 
that Euclid avenue should be reopened instead of having a street at the East end of 
the ground. You should give direction with reference to this matter at this session, 
because when the ground is sold, it ought to be with the understanding that Euclid 
avenue be reopened if such is your desire. 
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CITY PROPERTY SOLD 


During the year by your order we sold the following property: The house and lot 
situated at 1628 West First street; 1666 West First street; also the double house 882 
and 884 Riverview avenue, Dayton, Ohio. You remember it was generally felt last 
year on the part of the Board that these properties were on our books at too great a 
value and that we would show a book loss when they were sold. I am glad to report 
to you that the four properties have been sold and that the book value has been real- 
ized and a little more than that. So, thatt he appraised value carried on our books 
has been realized. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Our new buildings are now completed and occupied. School opened in them last 
October when a formal opening exercise was conducted under the direction of the 
President and faculty. It was unfortunate, however, that the dormitory had to be 
occupied before the hardware for the interior of the building had reached us. It made 
it hard to carry out the regulations ordered'by the committee and which should charac- 
terize a building of that kind. With the installation of the hardware a few months ago 
conditions were materially changed for the good of all. It is generally agreed by officials 
of other institutions that the United Brethren Church now has one of the very best 
locations and best administration and dormitory buildings of any institution of its kind 
in the country—not the most expensive but the best in appointments. We believe it 
will be profitable for the entire board to make a tour of inspection through the new 
buildings before leaving the city and we sincerely hope you will arrange to do so. Your 
appointment of a time will give us the pleasure of personally conducting you through 


the buildings. 
CURRENT EXPENSES 


The most perplexing problem in the work of any institution is the securing of 
money for current expenses. If an institution is to be maintained or made increasingly 
efficient it requires money. It is impossible to run any institution without money. 
In the Church budget the Seminary was allotted $35,000.00 last year of which amount 
it received only $17,941.94, leaving a deficit in the amount allotted of $17,058.06. 
Your appropriation for salaries last year aggregated over $19,000.00. Add to this the 
expense of auditor, bookkeeper, janitor and office help and you have more than $4,000 
additional. This gives a total of nearly $24,000 in salaries alone, to come out of an 
income of less than $18,000. To this must be added our interest charges of nearly 
$29,000, traveling of faculty, manager and board, printing, postage, telephone, library, 
fuel, gas, water, etc., etc. It certainly, therefore, is no surprise to you when you are 
shown an accumulated contingent fund deficit of over $126,000. I have called your at- 
tention to the deficiency in each of my annual reports from 1919 to the present time. 
The committee and manager cannot coin money. The United States government 
would not permit them to do so if they could. By the action of the Board of Admin- 
istration taken in 1919 and each year since we were not permitted to go into the field 
and solicit funds for the Seminary. We are now facing a crisis which we hope and 
confidentially believe the campaign now being inaugurated will fully meet. 

Of course, this year we received the income from the endowment fund of the 
Chair of Missions which helped us very much. But one thing is certain either you 
must get more money for the maintenance of this institution and its operations or reduce 
the expenses, one or the other must be done. We believe that with the opening of the 
doors of the Church in the campaign and with the united support of the whole Church, 
that in a large measure this situation will be changed. 


NO TUITION 


Please remember Brethren that this institution charges no tuition and yet the 
Church gave to each of the larger colleges as much for their current expenses as the 
Seminary received. Then too, please do not forget that this is our only professional 
training school for the minister and missionary, and the teachers certainly should 
receive a greater compensation than is paid in our colleges. However, this is not the 
case and you are asking our teachers to work in this institution for the same money or 
less t an is being paid many teachers in our colleges. This is not right and does not 
conduce to the highest interest of the Church. 


The whole problem of this institution seems to be studied too frequently through 
provincial lenses, because, it is located here in Dayton in Miami Conference. There 
seems to be a lack of real heart interest in the work. Really sometimes the lack of 
interest staggers us. 
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TRAINED MEN DEMANDED 


. The Church everywhere is demanding trained leaders in the pulpit. This demand 
is coming not simply from conference authorities but from the laymen in the local 
church. However, our heart goes out to the young man, or old one, on the field of 
battle fighting, sometimes a losing battle but doing his best, because he feels the call 
of God to preach. But I tell you Brethren I pity that Church which will permit the 
young man to go out into the conflict without the training necessary to make him 
efficient. If there is a shame upon the shoulders of the United Brethren Church today 
it is the shame of permitting God-called men to go into the ministry without the train- 
ing necessary on the human side to make them efficient. 


IMPORTANCE OF SEMINARY 


The place of the Seminary in our denominational life cannot be overestimated. 
“No church ever rises higher than her ministry” is a trite but true statement. The 
weakness of our denomination is not in her missionary work or enthusiasm for world 
evangelization. She can well be proud of her work and achievements in this field. 
It is not to be found in her neglect of church erection, for her devotion to this task has 
been, and is considerable. It is not to be found in her neglect of the colleges in which 
is laid the foundation for professional training in Christian service. It is not to be 
found in our church organization or its polity, for we may well be proud of these. 
But her weakness lies in her neglect to train her ministry. 


If a young man wishes to practice medicine, he must first take college and then a 
medical course, and spend a certain amount of time in practice at a hospital before the 
state will allow him to practice medicine. The same is true in law. But in the Gospel 
Ministry, it seems that anyone who professes to be called of God to preach is licensed 
and given a charge. ‘‘Like priest like people.’ My heart has ben stirred in these 
recent months until I can scarcely sleep at times for the burden my heart carries for 
young men entering the ministry without special training. The people are as “sheep 
without a shepherd”’ “distressed and scattered.’”’ What a tremendous responsibility? 
Who is to blame? The young man out in the field doing the best he can? Nay, verily. 
The blame rests upon the church and conference which permits it. Why? Because 
they did not take that young man and teach him how to do the work. 

When the boys were called upon to cross the seas and arrest the march of the 
Germans, they were not permitted to go from the plow and shop into the battle. Nay, 
verily. But they were placed in cantonments and drilled and drilled and drilled, until 
they knew every command and tactic of warfare. The officers were placed in special 
schools and drilled and trained until they were in possession of the best methods of 
leading men in battle. Then they were taken across the seas, and within the sound of 
the thundering cannon of battle they were given still further drills. Then when the 
day came that General Foch directed General Pershing to place his men in line to defend 
France, our boys were ready and in that awful hour turned defeat into victory and 
repulsed the terrible attacks of the Germans. Men of God, when our mighty leader 
calls men for the terrible battle against sin does he expect less of us than in carnal 
warfare. 

But men say it costs too much. Did they count the cost in that awful war? That 
war cost the world, we were told, more than the entire church, since the days when 
Jesus gave the great commission. 

Think of. the cost of the highways and railroads and automobiles and splendid 
trains all for the comfort and convenience of men. Then think of how small an amount 
would be necessary to give every boy and girl called of God to preach and for missionary 
work a college and Seminary training. 

The great majority of men called to preach are poor men. They do not have the 
money with which to secure an education. Can you think of a better investment for 
the boys and girls of America than a spiritual advisor who is trained in the art of spiritual 
leadership? There can be no better investment for them. 


I repeat it, the responsibility rests upon the church to give the young people the 
training. : 


THE CHURCH’S WEST POINT 


The Seminary may rightly be called the West Point of the Church. It must be 
made as efficient as possible. We have a faculty of which the whole church is proud. 
They have not been moved by the attacks of modernism, materialistic evolution or 
German Rationalism. They deserve the confidence and esteem in which they are held 
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by the whole church. I would not plead for our West Point if it were not training 
young lives to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ Jesus, our blessed Savior, Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilot, was crucified, dead and buried, that he rose again on the third day, ascended into 
heaven and sitteth on the right hand of the Father, from whence he will come again to 
judge the living and the dead. But our West Point trains men to preach this Gospel 
earnestly, effectively and gives them the best methods of building and directing the 


Church in its work. 
OUR GREAT NEED 


Our greatest need now as ever, is prayer. If we could get our whole church to 
pray for a trained spirit-filled and spirit-led ministry there is no question but that it 
would be realized. But the church does not have this burden on its heart. Everything 
else seems to have the right-of-way over it, and yet everyone acknowledges the fact 
that every work in the church depends upon it. We have let everything else take 
precedence over it; we have neglected to give it, its rightful place in our appeals to the 
church and we wonder why the Seminary does not turn out more men. May God stir 
our hearts until we shall be able to stir the hearts of the entire church to do its full duty. 


OUR CAMPAIGN 


The campaign was started in Miami Conference. But so many local enterprises 
prevented the completion of the work. We believe this conference will raise its full 
share and more. 

Wisconsin conference has almost reached its quota. Michigan conference also 
has done something, but there also, local conditions and the weather prevented the 
completion of the task. St. Joseph conference started well in the work in the winter 
but the cold weather prevented completing the work in that conference. Oklahoma 
was canvassed and raised $1,368.50 in cash and pledges. If we can spend a few weeks 
in this conference a little later we believe it will go over the top in fine shape. Indiana 
conference is in the campaign now with an outlook for a full amount there. 

Southeast Ohio started the campaign May 11 and is doing well. Allegheny con- 
ference is also in the campaign at this time. East Ohio and Illinois starts May 25. 
White River will follow and Erie, Missouri, West Virginia, Kansas, Iowa and others will 
do likewise. The Brethren seem enthusiastic for the work and we believe it will be done. 
The pastors all over the church are enthusiastically supporting the campaign and 
devotedly sacrificing of their time and strength and money toward it. God bless our 
faithful pastors for their heroic work. 


AN URGENT APPEAL 


We come earnestly begging that you do two things before this board adjourns. 
First: Set in motion some plans or organization by which this whole church may 
be called to prayer for the solution of the tasks before us. Our God is sufficient. He 
is able to do exceeding, abundantly above all that we think or ask., The cause of our 
failure is in ourselves. With more than one hundred vacant pulpits in this church and 
with the urgent appeal for better trained men and with the acknowledged fact that the 
training of men for our, pulpit constitutes our great need at this time, we plead that the 
whole church be called to prayer on this matter. Second: Is there not some way by 
which in these trying times the whole board may assist the committee in carrying the 
financial burden until the campaign is put across-and funds secured with which to meet 


our obligations? 
FIELD AGENT 


Rev. George R. Strayer has been working all year as Field Agent for the Seminary. 
Much of his time has been given to assisting in the organization of the conferences for 
the Campaign. He has done excellent work, raising a splendid sum of money, in addi- 
tion to the work above referred to. He is deserving of the confidence and esteem in 
which he is held by the entire church, and of your special commendation by resolution. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The Executive Committee have been faithful and untiring in their work during 
the year and merit your hearty commendation. The Manager wishes to express his 
sincere appreciation of the help and cooperation of the committee in the work of the 
year. 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
First: That in some way you provide an increase of salary for our men. Second: 
That you give your heartiest endorsements and cooperation to the campaign for the 
Seminary. Third: That each bishop or conference superintendent be urged to see 
that each conference meets its full quota. 
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AUDITORS 


The books of the company were audited by the auditors secured by the board of 
administration. When a change of auditors was made the announcement came to the 
manager of the Seminary early in December but the old auditors had completed the 
work up to that time with only one month to finish. It seemed unwise to change until 
the first of January, 1924. 

Their report is submitted to you herewith which shows the books to be in proper 
condition and the funds to correspond with this report. 

Respectfully submitted, 


J. E. FOUT. 


CASH RECEIPTS 


1922-1923 Budget Collections...... $14,564.60 

1923-1924 Budget Collections....... 3,377.34 $ 17,941.94 
United Enlistment Collections....... === Shistl¢/s 
Campatiegn nels oeuc de ob aeob Ob oe aaa edo bade 782.61 
GamiparemeNotestae ae) cite le ssf see le ee ks 10,546.61 
(Croyntisimpegerne INUINGl sb oo6 Syed @e owe bo Gee eapoo morc 544.88 
@ontingentlime Notesh rss. fees cys wat ee 2,049.60 
Contingent Death Notes)... 2.20... 2+.9.5.5.5-5 5, 2,000.00 
EindowientmiimesNotesou.o8 «cs celeustet gts ee 1,116.50 
Endowments cathwNOtesmietn.ct. > Gi gdelet > sie ae) 500.00 
TCEKeS UME ite acc te A Rt: Gust vic Miasall ge Neon tnek te 4,077.00 
NEGLIGENT CALS Se UM Re I bane tate cha nite: letiyt as a taut oa 48.00 
TE Dray eee me es theless whl tiedole ele eat a aie lath 66.80 
Nex Biko hari s dag soe sen eee etc OMtO ae coe 84.80 
News buildingmbime Notes... «asses 2 eke 1,025.50 
New Building Death Notes..................... ae 

Nowy Bintang 1 wial, .By.c ms aan ona bend ong socom come 1,250.00 
@tterbermpbaniaron ee trie et sere. ot ee aera cee 17,050.00 
IRGnIUSh Moet deers tee etek vl Reis, Ses lasmtdtatis one MISE Mace e 2,305.40 
Student Memorial Notes.............. ms, MEE Marsal 190.00 
iLjlbpernisy 1eXeynKels Slo loli, Vara dels woul adeeuo dun abete 5c 550.00 
lFaystim Ibe hire Ce ete. 5 cinerea ME leg 0% CA tte CREST Meare Ate 1,497.94 
[Byorrnonecral IMMONNENG a detec O80 009 Bon Ons od ono omo cna 179,182.55 
IMieeciieyagonie Sells, slels Gb eb clos clemedta Guar ele Oar cairere 4.54 
(Conlon Clineitty act bdo 6 iidd Mere Aas timicto Utah ae arin bc 1,000.00 
ANrinutling IRGS CIA ON AIA Vl ay, oo eu Wo pow ob gee oon ones 1,000.00 
Endowment Loans Returned...............+.-.005 14,000.00 
Bitrdo waren: tindls..... kta signees s Geedeoo's serve oleh vawerm, ola ots 9,350.10 
Dormitory Memoriall\Notes... 05.2.2. .....-.5557; 300.00 
Dormitory Memorial Fund.........----+-+-++..05- 1,500.00 
Correspondence Courses. sa. ae ati-bae seers tee 71.00 
(Cariyoritein IDsqoeita, Oy bk don tuewuboodG 00 co wag pee 23 .00 
elm Gasiand! Wiaterma tsk muses sels eielWtinnd tet edreltias 35.97 
Upper Dayton View Development................. 49,000.00 
Dormitory Board and Room............-:.+.+.... 3,918.63 

Overdraft December 31, 1923............... 


$323,016.54 
94,129.77 


$417,146.31 


CASH EXPENDITURES | 


diravel’of Pield Agents: ) aa. Ae: tae enn ae 
iiraveliofMaculty |... aa ath ee ene 
Traveltof Boards...) gle. sae eee ee ee 
Annuities, Paid...) 0h een Cee ee 
Clerical 
Interest 
Rent 


Row Garhi tent ot thre One Mae 1,344.50 


344,944.14 


$417,146.31 
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EiEnicuTesanGderrxtunesm iw artesis iets ier dellrethsteytus cise. shay ode EAA ot a $ 11,440.82 
ILO. cn Jmoc 84 Ege ae ou ROPERS nN aE occac Spe dose pence o meg O Omen 5,163.73 
OldsBuildingsrandaGroundser sper sen ey cess sefae aioe: sepyede ces 40,445.55 
INewabuilding plumes Noteses a... s cers e etie siete tres Pelela etic 6 ete et on 3,913.25 
NewabuildinssecathwNotestmart iss: acre sc iotr. eye sein siereiestes: «1. 4,100.00 
DOnMICOnye NOLES M wate code: cla -cpeytieste gan RUM: Seeislencue <0 7,850.00 
Ney IB GEaSs -co.ceis oe Od OS obra ae op Oe tee Seri wen ea nae 582,943.54 
Nieuwe (Grong. ut 2 ladles Gene ben S Bowie co see Din ra nee cee 163,609.05 
1628aWest HirsGotreetyerOpenrty. «= -rasietgetla ys eiei choles sas acess 4,000.00 
Euclid Avenue and First Street Property........................0.. 5,000.00 
River Street Property..... PRE AA cat fs by cect Os Sah ee a 10,000.00 
Granal Revels 1Ca)6... 5 oo ae ae ae oo BORE top ac oe neneo uy enna : 533.51 
Par ILamak, IWS) exes. 5 Bide go ctan doodles ba edinidno dc oma aes nee 86,872.25 
IMiaaye AM LLerimE Stace myn tae cs cleus feesese eect sj otele Sous 1S Gels Saks Specs hey op ahs 1,407.65 
Keansasprancheb levaton ancien anc eectae acisl etvecle ais) otis sae ee Stra cc 8,000.00 
[BXOV NGS asic © co aSteun rea Oe cob Gee CDE ae Se ENG al en eng ON. ene a 10,300.00 
Miami oan and*Savings Association...............5...0 5 ..56h-- as 3,305.18 
Xccountsmeceivableeeterse ss tacts she ocd WenaytchsracieMans atte. Shortie Movecs claus 75.00 
MOE ar CM lbOar Saya os co aceist ake clang, Sreh Mie. s. chet sterigts cl Of she Ruste Iatiekovs 149,524.70 
GontingentilimeyNOtesm ssa: Sei os ea Hels o's aa eacde bl dlatainelsls wataeed aye 8,549.25 
Contingent DeathwNotest sya! goad ccs a dale Gite ad ce tes. Sete ake 6 om 7,660.00 
GowdenmliimelNoterme Mbit ela arena es LUMI Ma astle sieges 500.00 
CowdentDeathBNotererortrre . tinct te ee ae Ce 6,000.00 
EndowmentelimenNOtesmei tin emt nmecttes fan. teens Wencreia eo 13,497 .00 
Endowment eat hyNote wai ermnint tee ier awe... 43,650.00 
Scholanshipe Death Notemeaen 00k. bem cachet inti secs Bula ss see 1,000.00 
GampaignWNotesmae me meg ee ee) ee te Me Nae eed 31,514.16 
Suudenta@hapelWNatese We Lem ree: ok. te bgraski ends Achy. Hee cs 938.00 
ee iramibleoaniand Saving Certificatesy....0. 4-95, 25.2 ue ce es ese. 71,720.83 
Contincentebind== Denice an ak. Gee eee eee ee 126,372.71 
Titel Nesatis ad oa he a ae mY, 6 BR Be $1,409,486.18 
LIABILITIES 
Old Site Buildings aimed (Gramm itiiyel, £4 5 ae ean 9 ae ig on dmc Be $ 50,859.47 
WNewaBuildingsjandiGroundsimund..©........:-.0-++-00e- este nes 235,929.21 
BOnrOWeCcRNVLOney MEE MRI tr 456,602.55 
Endowments: 

Scholarchipsiae ae etnies oc: $ 10,889.18 

Cowden Memorial................. 18,735.24 

ie NegCainy Memoriales suc. s.2)...- 436.00 

Allegheny Memorial................ 1,765.46 

Annuity Reserve.................. 35,000.00 

General Endowment............... 410,636.20 

GhairiotyMissionse aes see eeianet en 71,720.83 

Wecttveshipn ae nee een naar 500.00 
——— 549,682.91 
Situdeme Memo umd, oo. se ck beoce eo sdpowncdadscussveeh vuatodue 2,183.50 
News Campatenaiunclu sy: Meerln lemme Aimy eerie! Ar Orbe (0 17,948 .36 
CO ctenDein gar ch amen tmmn Mime nye Mit MEIN LR ATE MN A el 4 Sy 2,142.31 
Os Maller) Mreasurer) advanced, hs. ..s2seee ceeds sdacce esse. 94,129.77 
NCGOUNES TD AvAb ley ty nAerel. Miemer chs aa lameness er Vala ae ctl. a. 10 
$1,409,486.18 


